
Majel DeMarsh: [00:00:00] I am just kidding. Oh, my goodness, my goodness, it was quite a little evening we had last night, wasn't it?
Female Participant 1: It was, it was nice.
Majel: I was so glad to see John Fox, you hardly ever see him.
Female Participant 1: I didn't even know who he was at first. I was like, "Who is this guy?".
Majel: Oh, he is quite the artist. He is quite the artist, and he--
Female Participant 1: And he was like, "What's your son's name?" And I say Miksani. And he goes, "Well, pretty good with the language. What does that mean?" I'm like, "Okay, and then I [00:00:30] told him", and then I was like, "Oh, you're-- Okay". [laughs] Not that I treated him bad or anything. I was just like, I didn't know who he was.
Majel: He used to come around very, very a lot. [laughs]
Female Participant 2: [00:00:39] Which- which one- who was it?
Majel: John Fox.
Female Participant 2: Oh, is he not the one that-- did he used to be like a director of something, something like [crosstalk].
Female Participant 1: [00:00:48] No, he used to work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Majel: Ages and ages, I know he used to work in a mainten-- um-um, what's the [unintelligible 00:00:54] housing. Not housing, but, um-- Well, no. [00:01:00] I mean, we're talking like 25 years ago, maybe. [laughs] So I don't know what the departments were called then. It would have been something like, uh, grounds and maintenance type of stuff, but he was- he was, um--
Male Participant 1: The artist of that team?
Majel: Oh, he is a terrific artist. Yeah, that's why I was telling her that, um--
Female Participant 2: What kind of art did he do, 'cause you are [unintelligible 00:01:19]?
Majel: I think he has work in the-- one of a couple of the casinos, in the hallway, I think as an admin. His work is [00:01:30] basically, um, you know, um, painting pictures, and, um, water scenes, um- oh, or lake scenes, that sort of thing. He's just, um-- And he was really big into the language for quite a while. He was helping his father [unintelligible 00:01:51]. His family has been up there forever. His dad who was the [unintelligible 00:01:58]. Um, [00:02:00] uh, was the chief of police up there.
Um, yeah, now he's kind of caught in middle of that big, um, of that Marina and, um, housing development they're trying to do on the lake spot.
Female Participant 1: Mm-hmm.
Majel: Well, I mean, he-he is glad that the tribes have step down, and-and, you know, put their footprint in there, and trying to. Because the-- what is it, the army car of engineers gave permission to, "Okay, all right, the Marina". But then, somehow the [00:02:30] developer got in there, and like, "Oh, we're going to build this-this, uh, this lakefront homes, that people will just, you know, people from Chicago, and people from, you know, that wanna build this big flashy homes.
Female Participant 1: So they never consulted on that part, is that the problem?
Majel: [laughs]
Female Participant 1: Yeah, because like, [crosstalk] all that stuff.
Majel: Oh yeah, because according to Kyle or, you know, your teachings, there is sort of topics where the-the water- the river makes the water, [00:03:00] and that's like a holy place for us, because in the past, there habe been, um, I think burial artifacts round, and-and just village. You know, that it's-it's part of our culture, and it should be dug up for modern society to, you know, lavish their-their pretty homes. Their big, um, big [unintelligible 00:03:22]. 
[laughter]
Female Participant 2: Well, I think it's everybody, isn't it, Marcus?
Female Participant 1: [laughs] [00:03:30] Yeah.
Majel: Wow, I'm glad this is a small crowd.
[laughter]
Majel: Because I didn't- I didn't- I didn't think about it, you know, um, yesterday, they talked too about it, and then- [laughs] and I'm like, "Oh, great".
Female Participant 1: Yeah, it's not fair. [crosstalk]
Majel: And I'm waking up- I'm waking up to this room that I'm seeing all these-these young faces, you know. I-I, um, I was looking for, um, [unintelligible 00:03:56] and, um, our intern.
Female Participant 3: [00:04:00] [unintelligible 00:04:01].
Majel: [unintelligible 00:04:01].
Female Participant 3: She only works here halftime. So she's in education, and then all of them is done, she-- her last day was in June.
Majel: Oh, really?
Female Participant 3: Yes.
Female Participant 1: She has like the adult work experience, like program. I don't remember what's called, but, yes, she was here for six months. She gets to experience it.
Majel: Okay. Oh, oh, God. [laughs] It can't be better. I mean, you know, I-I just- I look for those really young faces because that's where I tend to gravitate. I could care less about him, but I love his kids. [00:04:30]
[laughter]
I love his kids. You know that's not true. I mean, you know, being a relative of course, we have to put up which we know each other for--
[laughter]
Like, you know, I-I- I am really proud of the two young women in this room, because, um, your spirit have been touched in such a way that, um, [00:05:00] you take my breathe away, because what you're trying to do, and what you are, uh, respectfully bringing back and showing the community, um, you know, this is who we are, and, um, you know, this is where we came from.
And that's really, if you- if you talk to any elder from any tribe, you know, they're going to talk about their language, and their going to talk about their ceremonies or, you know, dishes, and, um-- [00:05:30] You know, any tribe or any elder that you talk to, if we get into it about the language and everything, and it's- it's a gift from the creator, and it's our special connection to the creator.
And like Jim has said so many times, and by our elders, you know. If we don't have our ceremonies, if we don't have our language, we don't have our nation. You know, [unintelligible 00:05:58] to both of you [00:06:00] for making the awesome--
[laughter]
Female Participant 2: We can, um, have Kyle make-- I'll gave you Kyles [unintelligible 00:06:08] as you pray, we can go and gather and eat.
Majel: Yeah.
Female Participant 2: [crosstalk]
Male Participant 1: [00:06:30] [foreign language]
Majel: Mm-hmm. [foreign language]
Female Participant 1: All right. [00:07:00] Well, [unintelligible 00:07:01] made a fancy salad.
Female Participant 3: Look here. [unintelligible 00:07:05]. 
Female Participant 1: Yes, she's got a salmon salad in the fridge. It's really good.
Majel: Oh, great.
Female Participant 1: And there's sandwiches--
Female Participant 3: [inaudible 00:07:13]. 
Female Participant 1: I really like the [unintelligible 00:07:19] salad.
Female Participant 2: Of course. [laughs] I want to serve like [inaudible 00:07:24] stuff, you know.
Female Participant 3: But it's really, really good.
Female Participant 1: [laughs]
Female Participant 3: [00:07:30] Um, me and my sister are laughing, like some of the stuff that we eat, that we're like, "Oh, yeah". Our parents really like, [laughs] deep colder diet, you know, because- there is like, there are some dishes that I won't eat, but I really wanted as a kid. And then, there is something that I like. It was struggle, I know, for my [inaudible 00:07:52] and I'm like-like I-I-I wanna be like staying in [unintelligible 00:07:57] or something like that, and [unintelligible 00:07:58] I was like, "Wow".
[laughter]
[00:08:00] You know, he doesn't mind fish, but he is like, he wants like a piece of meat. Like something hard. [crosstalk] He is afraid of, like, vegetable. Like if I [unintelligible 00:08:11] which has all those thing in it, like it's not the same thing.
Female Participant 2: And we're talking about that, like when I was a kid, and I told you I wanted that spray candy. My mom was like, it's not really cheap. I will never buy that for you. And then I got old enough to where I could buy it myself, and I got it. I was like, "Oh, this is not what I expected". Like I was hoping [00:08:30] this will be so good.
[laughter]
Like I got to crack and put so much on it. And I was like, "What the fuck, it's so salty". And it stays in the [unintelligible 00:08:38] of your mouth. I was so disappointed.
Female Participant 1: And that [unintelligible 00:08:41] their response.
Female Participant 2: Yeah, they like to take that stuff.
Female Participant 1: Oh, that one hurt. [laughs]
Female Participant 2: Those are way better looking than family fairs.
Female Participant 1: Yeah. Like I go to [00:09:00] market so much, so I take pretty much all that.
Female Participant 2: That what you said, and you know, I don't know why your dad doesn't like you.
[laughter]
Female Participant 3: Yes, no matter what [unintelligible 00:09:06] they give it to me.
Female Participant 1: Really?
Female Participant 3: Yes. She was like a blizzard and I went in there, and I had to go buy. But at last, I was like, "No, this one is so much. There are [unintelligible 00:09:17]. And so I, uh, went there. It was like almost close [unintelligible 00:09:23] but I think I will make it to the store. I get to the store, and I was like, he is going so slow. And she is just like [00:09:30] talking to this person, and I have- I think I have a [unintelligible 00:09:32] too.
And so then, there was certain age which I do appreciate someone, you know, but I took my instincts off those [unintelligible 00:09:41]. But- and so I was like- she was like trying to know, I'm like, "They're good". And she is like, I'm just trying to know if they're broken. Um, I don't- I don't like the camera broken. You know, when I say broken, I was like, you know, we [unintelligible 00:09:54] and, um, [laughs] into this, but she got mad and she's- you could tell she's just like downright stuffing the bag, you know, and then like ever since then she has hated me.
[laughter]
And then it was like I'm really really nice to like service people because like I worked in customer service, you know, like I-I was a cashier at one time, you know,- [crosstalk] [unintelligible 00:10:21] - one time whenever someone usually really friendly with me going bad but it was just a day.
Female Participant 1: Yeah.
Female Participant 3: You know and she will never forgive me-
Female Participant 1: [chuckles]
Female Participant 3: - and like you just even like you can tell [00:10:30] she don't like you.
[laughter]
Female Participant 1: What did she look like?
Female Participant 3: She's like an older lady- [crosstalk]
Female Participant 1: Older.
Female Participant 3: - and like sometimes they'll put her in the express lane and she is really slow and I'm like why did they put her in the express lane?
[laughter]
You know like? [laughs]
Female Participant 2: [crosstalk] She slows down then she speeds you up.
Female Participant 3: And yeah she just does not like me and I'm like.
Female Participant 1: I'm sorry I don't know like it was a day I-I've been nice to you ever since then too, like I've tried to , so I just- [crosstalk] [00:11:00]
Majel: It'll pay off, it'll pay off. I had the same issue with a-a lady in the rite aid-
Female Participant 1: [chuckles]
Majel: - that we used to get our prescriptions there-
Female Participant 1: Yeah.
Majel: and I think she just didn't like the idea that us [unintelligible 00:11:15] were getting [laughs] our prescriptions and they'd be in here and pay for 'em and the guys go and pick them up- [crosstalk] [unintelligible 00:11:23] - one time I had gone and she, um, [00:11:30] [coughs] she came-- you know, I told her "Okay I'm-I'm so and so and I'm picking up this prescription" and she goes, "Well, I'm sorry we never got a clearance" or, you know- [crosstalk]
Female Participant 1: Yeah.
Majel: - whatever they, you know, they send over and it goes, "Oh really? Because I just talked to Sharon Winters and she said it was sent over." and she goes, "No we never received anything." You know and I'm like, "Well could you just check your, um, your-your copier. [00:12:00] Because maybe, you know, there's something wrong with your copier.", "Well yeah, there was no paper in the copier." And they had a whole bunch of copies that were coming that were blocked from coming over because there was no paper in the copier [chuckles] or the fax machine I guess it-it-it really is, but over the years, we have become not friends, but I mean we have become-- she's nicer to me now-
[laughter]
- she's still over there, she's still over there [00:12:30] but, you know, you just kinda have to be patient sometimes.
Female Participant 2: Well there should be some turkey gone somewhere, they like turkey and [unintelligible 00:12:40] .
Majel: I got turkey.
Female Participant 3: Yeah I got turkey too. [crosstalk]
[background noise]
Female Participant 1: Oh, no [unintelligible 00:12:49] all salads like it would take you to fix it out they play luncheon meat and salads, well that's fine [inaudible 00:12:58] [00:13:00] . Next time [unintelligible 00:13:03] .
[laughter]
Oh, and this it, it's the best. [crosstalk]
Majel: I'm getting too used to being fed in this room. [laughs]
Female Participant 2: It happens pretty often. [crosstalk]
Majel: My dinner last night, my-my lunch today, what was it? Later earlier this week, oh my god.
Female Participant 3: And you'll be here on Saturday.
Majel: Mm-hmm, oh yeah, I'm coming Saturday though.
Female Participant 1: Alright, yeah sure.
Majel: Hopefully clean up the last of my feathers. [00:13:30] I told you-- I showed you how the fan turned out didn't they? It's not quite done, but I was able to give Nikki her birthday present. Jef-um-Jefferson did the fan handles for me and red seater, and I've still got to put the cones on it and possibly paint it. We're-we're debating about, um, the red seater look, [00:14:00] the handles, so nice that, you know, maybe it shouldn't be decorated at all. But that's all from the class that, uh, you know, language and culture put on for the community. And I'm not kidding you if you see that you've got pictures of a lot of those fans-- [crosstalk]
Female Participant 3: Yeah, but I just need you to know all of them, they were beautiful.
Majel: Oh they're are- [crosstalk] 
Female Participant 3: I think I sent [inaudible 00:14:22] most of them to markets.
Majel: If you would've seen how those, uh, feathers when I first pulled it [00:14:30] out of the bag as the bird was flying, you know, and it says go pick a-go pick a bird and I knew I wanted a red tail because that-- I have a red tailed fan that was given to me like 30 years ago from Chubby George from Kettle Point-
Female Participant 1: Mm-hmm.
Majel: -and um, so I knew I wanted another red tail. When I finally pulled the bird out and he said, "Okay now let's-let's stretch out the wings and let's-let me show you where the [inaudible 00:14:53]" you know, and when I saw those tail feathers [laughs] I thought, "Okay [00:15:00] I'll just, you know, trust in the creator here and what's gonna happen and oh my gosh" Yeah.
Female Participant 2: Yeah it's pretty crazy how they can look so bad and come back for good.
Majel: So I've still got a few more things to do to it not much because that was my daughters birthday present.
Female Participant 3: Aw, thanks.
Male Participant 1: Did they tell you where'd the bird came from?
Majel: Mm-mm. I figured maybe DNR-our DNR just found them and [00:15:30] brought them over, froze them up and-
Male Participant 1: My uncle.
Majel: Mm?
Male Participant 1: My uncle.
Majel: Which one?
Male Participant 1: Frank.
Majel: Really? Out on his property or just along the school craft corridor?
Male Participant 1: [coughs] You know the lady that has a [unintelligible 00:15:44] .
Majel: Oh okay.
Male Participant 1: [unintelligible 00:15:47] 
Majel: Oh my gosh.
Male Participant 1: [unintelligible 00:15:51]
Female Participant 1: [laughs] Yeah we had a couple of them that came from DNR that they just found on the property but.
Majel: Yeah, [00:16:00] it was so funny because-um-she came that weekend and um, I couldn't stand-- you know, like her view was, well actually it wasn't even that weekend, but [unintelligible 00:16:11] [chuckles] and so I gave it to her that night that she came in, you know, and she pulls it out of the cloth, you know, and she goes, "[gasps] Did Jason make this?"-
Female Participant 1: [laughs]
Majel: - and I'm like, "Nooo", "Oh my gosh who made this?"
Female Participant 1: [laughs]
Majel: "I did", [00:16:30] "Oh my gosh mom." That's a moment to savor.
Female Participant 1: Yeah.
Majel: Because there have been other moments, "Oh my gosh mom."
Female Participant 3: Handmade gifts from mom are very special.
Majel: But those kinda things came when she was a teenager, I was the mother.
[laughter]
[sighs] Do anybody have any questions? I mean I-I'm basic-I basically feel [00:17:00] like I'm here [coughs] as a representative of the elders yes, but as Traditions and Repatriation and um, you know, anybody has any questions for me that either way elder wise or committee wise or just whatever. [chuckles] Help get-get me started because I was gonna teach you how to twerk but uh-
[laughter]
Female Participant 1: You did not just say that. [laughs] [00:17:30] An angel.
Majel: I was gonna say, "I wanna see how far I can get with them?" Alright everybody stand. Okay now go like this.
[laughter]
No, I better not, I better not.
Female Participant 1: That's fantastic. [laughs] I will look forward to the twerking contest at the elder's prom.
Majel: No you won't see it-
Female Participant 1: [laughs]
Majel: - you won't see it because that wasn't in the-the '50s and the '60s and you didn't have to worry- [crosstalk]
Female Participant 1: Oh, yeah you guys were doing like [inaudible 00:17:52] style dancing.
Majel: Yeah.
Male Participant 2: There's a word for that too. [unintelligible 00:17:56]
Female Participant 1: Uh-huh.[00:18:00]
[laughter]
Male Participant 2: Literally means like shaking his butt.
Majel: [unintelligible 00:18:06]
Male Participant 2: Yep.
Majel: Oh my goodness. [laughs]
Female Participant 1: How do you pronounce it again? [unintelligible 00:18:12]
Female Participant 3: [laughs] That's too much, funny.
Majel: Yeah.
Male Participant 1: Well, every month we've had an agreement on all they-they can remember to come in.
Majel: Oh, uh, no I have- I have been-
Male Participant 1: Well I'm not talking about [unintelligible 00:18:28]
Majel: - no no no I have been [00:18:30] to places where, excuse me, elders have been invited and you know just a couple of us were supposed to show up and-
Female Participant 1: [laughs]
Majel: -somebody forgot. [laughs]
Male Participant 1: Well, some of the topics we've discussed have been, um, stuff on grandfather teachings, um, [unintelligible 00:18:53]. [coughs] That was really an open ended morning. Can I [00:19:00] ask you something [unintelligible 00:19:07] um, that's kind of the-the route we're going. Bob came in once and he talked about lots of stuff that [unintelligible 00:19:22] and I know you've been integral at [unintelligible 00:19:25] for a very long time. I guess there's two routes which to go.[00:19:30] If you wanna share some of your experiences and wisdom with us-with all of, uh, the years of hard work that you've contributed to our community here, um, because we-we got our hands on some newspaper articles and I just-I-I'm living my whole life, I never realized that like you were there with my grandpa [unintelligible 00:19:56] and stuff like that. I feel like those [00:20:00] experiences are really [unintelligible 00:20:01] his grandpa.
Majel: I'm old.
Male Participant 1: As well, we try to plan a quarter ahead. So, fall is coming and so that could be another topic of what- what things should we be doing, what teaching should we keep in mind and as we begin the planning in our fall program [unintelligible 00:20:20]
Majel: Oh, boy, oh, boy. [00:20:30] How long do we have for lunch?
Female Participant 1: We thought you blacked out until 2:00 here so you can--
Majel: Oh.
Female Participant 1: You don't have to talk that long. Don't feel like you are pressured to talk that long.
Majel: No, no.
Female Participant 3: We'll just made sure we got enough time.
Majel: Okay. As a, um, committee person from-- On Traditions and Repatriation, um, my whole connection with wanting to be on that, um, came from, um, you know, trying to learn the language and, um, and [00:21:00] worrying and wondering and, um, you know, with the ancestors. Okay. If you know some of the old, old people, and I miss some of those old proud faces. Let me tell you, I grew up with some really, um, wonderful people, elders that, um, you know, they're still a part of our community i-in-in, um, the [unintelligible 00:21:27] ways as far as the--
I don't- I don't see it [00:21:30] as, you know, gone like there and here and been there and Pokagon here. You know, somebody made that golden triangle because that's how [clears throat] that's how the government organized us. But, you know, no, we are like the whole southwestern and northern Indiana and until Illinois, you know, people. Ha. So, that, uh, you know, that was my connection of wanting to get on Traditions and Repatriation and-- [00:22:00]
Female Participant 3: Mm-hmm.
Majel: I, um, okay. I was born and raised in Detriot and that's a very multi-cultural, um, area Indian-wise and native-American wise, and of course, you know, um, other cultures. So, my teachings have come from-- In many different directions, you know, many different, uh, cultures. That isn't always, um, looked upon as the best way to [00:22:30] see a person, um, be a, uh, traditional keeper, you know.
Coming to this community 15 years ago, um, I just kinda laid low because I had to get the feel of the community, you know, um, I have to mention that her grandma was one of my teachers. [unintelligible 00:23:07] She taught me about the Northwest culture. She taught me and, uh, I-I soon-- W-what she-- [00:23:00] W-what Vicky Berner shared with me
[audio cut]
And when, um, my husband and I went up to Alaska and, um, and then when, um, Judge, uh, [unintelligible 00:23:19] took us up a few years back, about four years ago up to Kake Island and got to be with the whales again, your grandma was with me. You know, [00:23:30] we used to travel to Michigan Indian, um, Commission meetings and, you know, stuff around Ann Arbor and what the hell was going on with, uh, you know, trying to get [unintelligible 00:23:43] to recognize.
You know, the-- kinda like what [unintelligible 00:23:48] needs to recognize, too, that, uh, they started because of, um, you know, the Indian communities in those areas but, um, so [00:24:00] getting back to Traditions and Repatriation, um, so I kinda w-w-was used to going to the lodge up, um, near, uh, it was called Breeze Song. It was, um, a piece of property outside of Lacing way out in the country. Um, actually, it's towards, um-- I'm trying to think of a little town that's actually out of the, um. Anyway, i-i-it's a-a piece of property that was-- That would be east of [unintelligible 00:24:29] [00:24:30] and it was, um, actually kinda pimp property.
So, I grew up with those Ojibwe teachings of, um, you know, uh, from Betty and Judy Pam and- and the people that they would bring in from Ontario. And mostly it was Ojibwe but a lot of different cultures came-- Cree a-and, um, Iroquois-- Iroquois people came even though it was in the day based, they- they said they were [unintelligible 00:24:58] and [00:25:00] it was, uh, um, you know, kinda where I, um, found my voice. Because, um, um, growing up and growing up somewhat-- Well, I shouldn't say somewhat. Growing up in foster homes and the situation was, um, I was very quiet but I think I was supposed to be that way. I mean quiet and observant. [00:25:30]
And the family that I stayed with the longest spoke Hungarian. So, I never chose to speak it [chuckle] but I knew what they were saying and develop an ear. So when it- when it c-came time and, you know, all the-- I shouldn't even say prodding, but remind- rem-reminding me about, you know, while you are Potawatomi and we have our own language and da, da, da, da, da-- That, uh, [00:26:00] when it was time for me to be able to step into that spot and learn the language and be selected to go to Potawatomi Scholars College, you know, that was back in the late '90s. '96, '97, '98 I think that what the years that they put it on.
Oh, I'm not kidding you. I mean, you talk about blood memory, not that, you know, I was that great in class and I still don't consider myself-- I know a lot of words and I know a lot- a lot of phrases but [00:26:30] putting those words together, you know, putting it-- Making our sentences, um, you know, I, um-- Okay, I've survived 72 winters and damn proud of that.
Female Participant 3: [laughs]
Majel: I turned 73 in March and, you know, I'm looking forward to this next winter.
[laughter]
But, um, you know, you have your adult learners and then you have your very adults learners. [laughs] And I may joke of it [00:27:00] now because, you know, there are some things that I forget and, um, and you know, I just, um, I'm not in the dementious stage yet,
[laughter]
but I see what my little cousin, Josie, is going through. Josephine [unintelligible 00:27:16] that lives across the street from me and I'm like, "Okay, she's 18 years older than me. I got a few years [laughs] before I get really caught up in my own little world." But, um, [00:27:30] as far as, um-- So when I moved here, um, there were things that we're h-happening ceremonial-wise somewhat, and I have always, always, always been appreciative and respectful of Clarence White. He and Jenny, um, they were good friends to my mother, they took her places, they helped her out, you know, and, um, I honor what he [00:28:00] gives us, what he shares with us, you know.
When you have, um, a community like-- What they call a community by-- You know, there's no-there's no boundaries as to-- You can approach him at any time, you know, offer tobacco, always offering a tobacco. And, um, he will help you, he'll take care of you. And knowing [00:28:30] some of the spiritual people I have from other communities, he has that same gift. You know, he used to be appreciated and respected but, you know, we have a limited time with him.
So, any time you want to spend time with him, you know, go with your tobacco and just talk to him. Doesn't matter, you know, it doesn't have to be a particularly deep spiritual thing at the time, but, you know, just make that bridge [00:29:00] so that when that time comes that you might have to, you know, go to him and ask him, "Just please smoke that pipe for my family." You know, y-you've got that connection, but he's the kind of person that connects with all people anyway, so it's- it's a fairly easy thing to do, you know.
I have- I have my pipe which is now considered, um, you know, that I carry it for the community. But the first pipe given to me was by Marcus' dad, [Indian language] [00:29:30] and I have it back in my possession right now, but, um, they take care of you, you know. If you have a pipe, that personal pipe that you use, you know, i-it just speaks to your blood memory, it just speaks to you heart and your spirit, and, um-um, I am still taking care of, um, Duncan. [laughs] Duncan the, uh, [00:30:00] buffalo head that came from, um, Peruvian. Uh, they gave it to us back in-- I don't know 2003. Anyway, they brought it up in every community that would host a gathering got a buffalo hid from their farm. And, that would have been up to 2003.
Male Participant 1: Or six.
Majel: Or six? Five or six. Anyway, I google step when I was down there, the last two years of Peruvian Scholars College 'cause we went to high school. [00:30:30] I went to- I went to high school too.
[laughter]
And, we went to high school and, uh, had, uh, our classes there, but we would always be taken up to Peruvian, uh, reservation to spend a lot of time with their workers at the buffalo farm. I knew that I had seen Duncan, 'cause if you-if you-if- if-if come and spend time with Duncan, "Come to my home and spend time with Duncan." [laughs] But, um, you could see he's kind of a young buffalo yet, and it's a male.
But, um, I swear [00:31:00] I would see him out there playing with the other young [Indian language] [chuckles] Um, and, so I-I-I had that connection when it came time to, um, when the council said, "Okay, let Majel, care for it for the time being in Trevino where it truly belongs." And, um, it's gonna be belong in somewhere else I' sure. In time, and-and I just appreciate it by having you house with me, and, um, group of people who then, um, [00:31:30] reminding me that, uh-uh, we all have our gifts, and we need to know how and when to share them.
And, um, sometimes, it's more than one gift. It's really about sharing your gifts, so you can help your people. So, um, getting back to m-m-my, um, Traditions and Repatriation, [laughs] uh, as I said, I was used to, um, [00:32:00] um, you know, having ceremony, seasonal ceremony. You know, honoring the change of the seasons, um, every quarter, you know every, um, March, June, September, December. Um, a lot of times, she would not have, um, December, uh, uh, you know, ceremony.
But, um, and, we will be out there for three-four days, [00:32:30] and that's what I missed. That's what I miss coming here. I mean, we do have a foreign day, and-and, you know we must honor the creator for. That whole progression of- of how the seasons come and, um, go in their special meeting. And, you know, for me, being half or neither, and not really, I mean knowing all my culture, but not meeting my dad until I was 47. And then being welcomed by that community, I mean, "Welcome." [00:33:00] Not like, "Oh." You know, "Oh, she's one of those or, you know-- Whatever." You know, it's just sometimes, you don't feel welcome when you've been away for not a part of that community.
But, you know, it's- it's part of your blood memory, so that's why I jokingly say, "Yes, sometimes, I go this way because that's how we go in the lodge, you know, this-- But, sometimes, I go this way because in- in the, uh, Iroquois culture, you go the other way." And it's amazing because, you know, by going, um, [00:33:30] the way of the sun, you know, you're-you're- you are truly honoring and touched, by the fact, that you have a connection with the next several generations coming. And you have an obligation, and you have a- you have, uh, a-a duty to, you know, keep life good and live with that. [unintelligible 00:33:52] To me, which is, you know, I don't know [unintelligible 00:33:56] I owe you the good life, you know, whatever.
Well, that to me, [00:34:00] it- it's the holy life, that's what was it. That is what was given to me. It's a holy way of living. It's a spiritual way of living. So, um, you know, you have to have that connection of, um, you know, following creators way, not with the Iroquois way. There's- there's a four-day ceremony that, you know, they go back and turn back and turn back in times. They're honoring those verse, um, you know, [00:34:30] creator, um, made this place for us. But, they're eyeing those first screen battles. Those first, um- those first swimmers and crawlers that were in the water. I mean they have a name for all of them, [laughs] you know.
And, it's not just dinosaurs and-and-and, um, you know- you know, the ancient, but, you know, the ancient fish, the ancient creepers and crawlers that came upon earth, the trees, you know. I mean, you know, they, um, [00:35:00] and the prayer of thanksgiving, you know, which is really a long prayer. Um, you know, they start from under the earth, into the earth, and-and the plants, and the trees, and the, you know, the-the birds, and up into the sky.
And the sky nation still needs to be honored. And, I was, uh, recently not well. It's been a few months that I was interviewed by DNR because they were having that special, um, you know, that grant to, um, to talk [00:35:30] about their plant lighting- our plant lighting, what we need to preserve or what was, you know, um, going on yet in our community.
So, they talked to some of our elders and some our medicine people. And, um, and, I think it have-- The first question was something about, "So, why do you think, um--" You know, we don't have the plans that we used to work. Um, there's been so many changes, I mean, you know, "Come on. It's really up." But, anyway, so we start having that.[00:36:00] Well, though- though I think the biggest reasons that, you know, you have this- this whole change in climate change and-and-and water change is because we're not honoring the sky nation.
You know, and, why do I ask that? A Certain individuals are taking notes. [chuckles] Being when I just thought, "Maybe, I shouldn't be going there, but my gosh, they asked this question." And, you know, this is-- You know, we knew when to plant by-by watching, [00:36:30] you know, the sky. You know, we knew when to harvest certain things by watching the sky. We knew- we knew to honor the thunders when they would announce. And, there are plenty of thunders that are up there taking care of- taking care of-of-of the water, and the sky, uh, you know, those clouds.
And, they know when that process starts and those clouds become so full, and in the- the thunder is coming and the lightning. [00:37:00] And, all that, that creator has blended to make good medicine come down on earth in the form of rain and-and in the form of medicines that come down with that water to replenish mother earth, to replenish, you know, all living things. And, um, you know, I-I mean I got caught up in all of that because, you know, being under clan you kind of connect with, uh, you know, who you are. And, I mean [00:37:30] I-I just kind of lost my train of thought that I wasn't talking the Indians here.
Female Participant 3: Mm-hmm.
Majel: Their side and a couple like it. A-a particular individual was taking notes. [laughs] What I was saying.
Female Participant 3: Mm-hmm.
Majel: And then, you know, because, afterward, I did tell them there are certain things that, you know, I- I told you that I went to the blackout, you know. So, and, they respected that, so they got the final copy about it. I saw watch it bloom. They honored what I asked to be, you know, [00:38:00] not just put out there.
Female Participant 3: Mm-hmm.
Majel: But- but, anyway, um, okay, so I was talking about the-the Oneida or the Iroquois side. And-and, there's a lot of-- I mean you're going to ceremony once a month over there, it's because, um, there's just so much to be thankful for. And if any of you read that Braiding Sweetgrass by, um, Robin Wall Kammerer, you know. Um, [00:38:30] Ed Wallmer sister. She's the botanist from New York State. Um, zooming, um, what is it? Well, anyway, she's a botanist up there. She's prettier than, you know, uh, a-a Citizen Potawatomi.
And that book just has so many beautiful things that you can connect with. I don't care how old you are, what sex you are, what, you know, spiritual way you follow, it's-it's gonna touch your [00:39:00] broad memory. And-and one of the thing- one of the phrases that I use, um, is, "Ours is a culture of gratitude." And, it certainly is, in the form of our prayers, and in the form from our songs, in the form of our dancers and performers service. What is all about? And, it's always about giving thanks to the creator for this unique blend. I know he was out there with the little ones. Um, a couple of weeks ago, and, um-- [clears throat] Actually, the first [00:39:30] group was not again this Wednesday with, um-- No, we got you with the oldest ones.
[laughter]
Oh, and, I was so delighted after years and years of working at camp and- and helping out a camp, I should say. Um, I've known this over the years that the older crowd, the older kids would be- it'd be less and less of, um-- You know, once you got to be of 16, you didn't have to go to a culture camp. You know what I mean, it was like [sound effect]. But, um, but that group [00:40:00]  was true, I-I-I means, oh, thank heaven they put more cabins out there so we can come and bear more kids and all that. But, I-I was just blown away by the fact that I had all these teenage faces. [laughs] That were sitting there and you know for the most part wanting to be there. Really wanting to be in their lodge and really wanting to be on their dock, hearing, you know, hearing some of the things that Christine and I, had to say about you know honoring the water. [00:40:30] So, um, uh, oh, I know so we're-we're sitting dock and I was looking at the trees as I so often do.
And, um, it remin-reminded me of when I was up in Alaska, and we were on a bus, my husband and I were on the bus tour. We were on the boat, we did the cruise you know, um, for four days that's plenty of time to be on a boat you know. [00:41:00]
[laughter]
And then we went into the interior and even up in the, into the Yukon and we're-we're basically going by train or plane, uh-uh, by excuse me by train or bus. So, yeah, I got to see a lot of trees out there and I mean, you go to Alaska, and it is, it truly is like, "Oh, my gosh," it is like he you go out in the bush, and it is it's like, "Huh, u-u-uh, I see, I understand, you know."[00:41:30] Who is it to come to see this? They say you know man can make these beautiful things, he can, he can do this billboard, and he can, and he can make these structures. And you know like I think of my dad who was an ironworker, and you know all the buildings in Chicago he worked on, and-and in the bridges,-
Female Participant 3: Mm-hmm.
Majel: -the Mackinac Bridge you know and-and truly, "Oh, look what men can do." But, you kind of said, "No, look at creator can do in all this that you see." And when you look at a tree, when you study and especially [00:42:00] say like the maple tree. You know and all that root system, they're in the springtime when I mean, you know, is the-the waters, I mean as the, uh, as winter fall, and those root systems become aware of, "Okay, it's getting time for us to, you know, do our thing and bring on the sap and then, you know, the bark and-and-and-and the leaves and the." When I was really young [laughs] I'm talking, you know, [00:42:30] three, four, five, six, whatever, I was always drawing trees.
Female Participant 3: Mm-hmm.
Majel: And I was drawing the root system too. And it was like, "Oh, my gosh," now that I'm an old-old person I'm, "Oh, this is wonderful connection to me." That you know, I really love those trees you know because, it's a whole universe, it's a whole universe by what, um, you know, the shade it brings. Personally, my mother had a beautiful prayer that she, um, poem that she made about the tree.[00:43:00] And how they'd been created and how, you know, the creator, I mean the tree, you know, gives up and here creator, I'm here for you and this-this is, this is because of you. And you know, the-the things that depend on the tree, the insects, the animals, the, you know, the shade it gives.
I mean it-it's-- I mean, how unique is that, how unique is that? So anyway where am I, where am I my going [laughs] I don't know what I'm doing, [00:43:30] what am I saying? Um, so, to you, uh, at language and culture here. Help us, I'm, there was a while we'd seemed like we were doing better at getting things o-other things done, you know, we-we will have Clarence, so, Cla, a Clarence White and Clarence his helper, his little brother, uh, Clarence Red. Always there for us in the morning time to get started.
 [00:44:00] But, we have to pick up that, rest of that to get more days in, um, better connection with helping make the lodge stronger, [laughs] I mean, it needs help, it needs help. [laughs] And Kevin knows and you need to have Kevin here to share lunch with him, and he's like me. Become an older person and-and, um, you had, you have to show me the way. [00:44:30] You-you teach me things that I've become set in my ways, but when I talk with you, I get excited about, you know, with what's going on here. And when I-I share with you, it could reach a certain point I just, "You got me out there little boy."
[laughter]
Majel: Only because your husband was a little boy when I came.
Female Participant 3: Yeah.
Majel: And John, of course, is, "Half Uruguay, half Canada, board a plane. [00:45:00]
Female Participant 3: Mm-hmm.
Majel: You know and-and, um, I have a pretty strong feeling it's probably bare plan like I'm on on-liner side. But, um, you know, I guess, I just, um, I would hope for more, and-and I think I did kind of bring it up to one of our meetings, with one of you there about, you know, our people need to know, you know, maybe about wabano big drum.
Female Participant 3: Yeah.
Majel: You know it's not that we have to have it here, I mean, well, yeah, [00:45:30] maybe we do have to have it here but, um-
Female Participant 3: Hmm.
Majel: -our people need to know more about the spiritual side. I know that a lot of our people are, um, of other denominations and that's okay. Because, to me whatever makes you the strongest person, to live that good life, to live that spiritual way, to be a helper while you're here on Mother Earth, then that's-that's what you should follow. [00:46:00] But, um, you know, coming from, um, coming from the, uh, a Catholic background like I almost ground.
Male Participant 1: Mm-hmm.
Majel: My mother and her family were all Catholic-
Female Participant 3: Mm-hmm.
Majel: -and so that's how I was baptized and I was raised that way until, um, mom started talking to me about these spiritual ways. Because the reason I would be still knew and shared in and, um so that when I was able to go to some lodges, [00:46:30] there again I said lodges where I found my voice, my singing voice. [laughs]
Female Participant 1: It's like, uh.
Majel: Um, excuse me, um, that's what I knew I was supposed to be, you know, learning those song hearing-hearing those, that language from the people, and I just, um, you know, I ask the creator to walk with me with this. [00:47:00] Because it's not that I'm-- well it yeah, it is that I'm kind of stepping away from this Catholic way of life. But walk with me creator, and guide me, and protect me, because I feel stronger connection to this spiritual way, so and it has been a good path for me. You know, and I'm not saying any of my relatives that are still Catholic and-and don't, um, like my one cousin [00:47:30] said to me, "Oh, you don't believe in all that spiritual stuff and-and all that."
Female Participant 3: Mm-hmm.
Majel: That happens you know, and I'm like, "Uh, yeah I do." And she's just like you know and I go, "Yeah, I've been to too many lodges of too many, um, ceremonies that I can see, I can see the goodness in our way." And I could tell she just didn't understand. And I think you know and so we you know, we kind of have this that we don't talk about it.[00:48:00] She's asking me a few questions but you know and I just to be respectful of one another we don't you know. We sometimes you just, you know, you just, it doesn't wanna be shared so I mean, the-the people that you are with. Um, whatever makes you the best person you can be and you know, please follow that way.
But, um you should have raised an arm if you don't at least find out about who you are, [00:48:30] or you know what you're ways are and, uh, yeah.
[laughter]
Any questions oh, my gosh, all right, I don't even know where I'm going.
Female Participant 3: Oh, this is all exactly what we-
Female Participant 1: Yes, you know you guys are busy with us for because it like you said it doesn't matter, it would seem she said about one of his clients, so it doesn't really matter what you talk about. You get all kinds of good things out of conversations, and so, you know, that's why we don't really try to structure it too much.
Female Participant 3: Hmm.
Female Participant 1: Because wherever it goes [00:49:00] is where it is meant to go and then it kind it-
Majel: Hmm.
Female Participant 1: -just helps us all reminds us why we do what we do, and-
Female Participant 3: It's funny because every time elders there's apologize for going off on tangents, it's usually like the best stuff.
[laughter]
Female Participant 1: I have a question, um, in archives I've been picking up because newspaper-
Male Participant 1: [unintelligible 00:49:22]
Majel: Oh sure, don't be sorry [laughs] [00:49:30] I knew him when he was a fetus.
[laughter]
Female Participant 3: You probably talked more then.
[laughter]
Majel: Probably.
Female Participant 3: In, uh, [door closing] archives it, I pick up here and there little newspaper clippings and things and I'll say like, "Um, count, you know, part of our nomination in council members meet at gymnasium blah-blah-blah and then it's all these mail means, you know, Manchester and all that stuff. [00:50:00] Um, Hamilton and everybody and then you're the only female there, what was that like? And, those early days, in the '70s being like the only woman
Majel: Okay, you got to understand and I don't know how many um.
[door slammed].
There was- there was like a break-off or a faction from Potawatomi Indians of Indiana and of Michigan and Indiana Incorporated [00:50:30] that was our 501(c)(3) for years but unfortunately it wasn't kept up. And, um, his is grandpa and his uncle came me at some point and said, "Um, you know, we're trying to keep this going, w-w-we need to be going in a direction on of you know, sovereign nation and in- in you know, gelling more as- as a community so there was this whole friction [00:51:00] between Potawatomi Indian nation and Potawani Indians of- of Michigan and Indiana Incorporated. We made it through you know. we're here, we're now- we're now you know, Potawatomi Indians. You know, all that was growing pains of trying to be a community, of trying to be a nation, a sovereign nation so that um, um, Michael Landon was actually brought in as [00:51:30] a um, secretary also, I was the secretary. Yes women had to be the secretary.
[laughter].
But, um, more of that was like, "Oh, my." Yes, well I didn't um, I was an a poe- I wasn't never really a political person uh, I was considered um, on Council but as you've noticed I've never really joined, chosen to be on Council you know, and since I've been here [00:52:00] and all. But, um-- oh, yeah [laughs]. Have you seen any of those pictures? Those old pictures at the- at the do watch High School gym and oh, I remember a couple of those, oh very contentious meetings.
Female Participant 3: Really? Why were they contentious?
Majel: Well, because it was two factions of Potawatomi people you know, trying to make something happen and [00:52:30] in a way, it was like, what was that happening with one group um, because basically it was all um, land claims type issues that was tying us together which is how it is with a lot of nations? And, then, you have this other group coming in and saying, "Well, our Charter hasn't been renewed for quite a few years and how can we be a sovereign nation if we're not-" You know they [00:53:00] judge- the government judges us and how we are maintaining our- our- our political, our culture way of life you know, what they consider politics.
You know, uh, Tribal Council as we've known it through the years with different groups- Council is a far cry from what it is now because now it is Business Council. [00:53:30] It is absolute you know, knowledgeable a lot of reading [chuckles] and being able to keep up with two worlds. And, I can say, you know, lot of our council people are you know, able to do that but I know I wouldn't be, I couldn't [chuckles] reason that's why I'm not chosen to be on Council because um, you know, don't have-[00:54:00] don't have College behind me and yeah, I have business world behind me but um, it was yeah interesting time- it was a very interesting time and I think I was on Council for two years.
Anyway, I start having my family and if that point I was also- I got an appointment to them then Michigan Indian Commission. But, [00:54:30] it would have a been a lot of traveling and as a young mother, I applaud you for what you do my gosh, with that little baby at your hip last night.
[laughter].
Female Participant 3: Yes, true. You were slapping me on my face while I was talking.
[laughter].
Majel: Oh, you will get to have that going on very very soon.
Female Participant 3: I should have known cause [crostalk].
Majel: Like I was trying to explain to him that you will not believe the things that you end up doing while you're holding a baby. Like you will poop while you're holding a baby. It's gonna happen, [00:55:00] you can't avoid it.
[laughter].
Female Participant 3: It's so funny, I think all of us. You hardly even end up at the point where you're like the one that's supposed to be speaking or running an event. You have a kid and you're kitty there and you're holding them or like I was trying to do the sugar bush pancake breakfast at Jackson down here. You see Gary has got cameras, so he's making muscles and like doing funny faces. I had no idea. I got people all smiling at me and I looked down and out at Jacksons [00:55:30] like, "What are you doing?" He has no idea. Gary has sent me all the pictures later and I said, "Oh, my gosh. Why didn't somebody tel me that he was doing that. I had no clue.
Majel: So funny, your whole world changes when you become a parent but oh boy, you're rewarded strongly when you become a grandparent.
[laughter].
That is probably one of the best titles I have right now, grandma great grandma. Oop, It's gone over by you Kyle.
[laughter],
Female Participant 3: What was it? Uh, your tomato.[00:56:00] 
Majel: Yeah, I um, I feel [door slammed]. I have to be very careful and that you know, I come from two cultures. I try not to mix you know, what is truly Potawatomi and what is truly uh, a Oneida but I tell you there's a lot of those trends that are from the same [00:56:30] place, and the same spiritual, cultural connection that you know, it's a good place to be, a really good place to be. And, that's why I tried to pin Kyle and Carla down so much because when I was learning, I had some wonderful teachers, through the course they're no longer with us anymore,[00:57:00] especially from Prairie Band, you know, I think that I can say- well I can say his name now.
And, I don't think it's been seven years, but um, I'm still real careful about the spiritual name. Dale Thomas, was one of my best teachers, he gave me my spirit name um, he introduced me to about- I met him through my mother. He was a friend of my mother's. And, um, some of the people [00:57:30] then when they explained the language or the words, they knew how to break those words down to you know, chip the band and- pretty upland [chuckles] pretty up been and I don't know like- like I was trying to get to the, how do you break down [foreign language]? How do you break it down?
Male Participant 1: I'm not sure what that word is [laughs].
Majel: Well, uh [00:58:00] uh, [foreign language].
Male Participant 1: [foreign language] so [foreign language] means wisdom so [foreign language] would make it I don't know, walk out towards means to go visit. So, you visit somebody in College then [foreign language].
Majel: See that's what I grew up learning, and not always remembering but you know, those old teachers that came to Potawatomi scholars College to be with us every day.[00:58:30] I mean they weren't teachers, they were just community elders that knew their language, that's how they've explained things to me and that's what I missed. That's just what I'm so desperately missed it.
You know, its is okay- you know, the gasoline bravery but it- it was broken down in such a way that these who will stand up people that took care of the community. [00:59:00] I mean, yes, in time to of-of friction and war but they also took care of the people in-- they stood up for the community in times of peace and in just taking care of the elders, or taking care of the widows and the children.
It just as stronger um, you know, I mean it was said right off you know, when we first started going to class. Our words are so descriptive they're mostly uh- they're mostly verbs [00:59:30] because it's the doing and the- and the- I-I-I do- that's what I've missed and I'm always probing them but Gosh, I forget, I forget things and I like to hear that and you know, we get a lot of en- [foreign language] they can break it down what that means and you know, that might be a word this long but it means cherry pie.
[laughter].
[01:00:00]
[laughter].
Because it breaks it down, it's almost like going and pick the cherries and then there's these- there's these little red things that you pick up trees.
[laughter].
[crosstalk] But, then you pick them up, you put them in this-this-- the question dictate and blah, blah, blah and whatever, but-- I don't know, there's just the beauty in-- that's the beauty of my language, to be able to break it down like that and give the true meaning of that action, [01:00:30] you know. Yeah.
Female Participant 3: I've always thought that it makes more sense because all of the other languages like, you know, indigenous like the original language from all the different, um, people-- They-they all break things down that way. English is the confusing one because what's a fork? It's a fork [laughs]. You know you can't break it down and explain it. But, if it's chicken, it's broken down to like something that you-- how is that broken ?
Male Participant 1: [unintelligible 01:00:58] [01:01:00] talk about the use of [unintelligible 01:01:08] .
Female Participant 3: Yeah. So, just knowing what that word breaks down to tells you what you're supposed to do with it. So, there's so much more to that, you know. The English is the only one that's a mod podge of all these different people that just made something up that's like common for everyone here, like why do we need three different kinds of there, to just-- you know what I mean [laughs]. English is confusing and only because we learned that first and you hear other people that, well, have you know, their first language being from their own countries and they'll come here and tell us, English is the worst to learn, it is horrible and worst.
[laughter].
Female Participant 3: Whist we struggle with other ones, but really it's because we were taught English first and you know, that one's so hard that the other ones become hard because English doesn't really have a whole lot of-- you know, it doesn't mean that much. It's really--
Majel: Not very romantic [laughs].
Female Participant 3: Yeah, but when you look at any other language all the words [01:02:00] like that this are broken down and describe exactly what you're supposed to be using that for or exactly what that means and that's why like you say maybe the word for, you know, something really simple that we would think is simple in our heads is a mile long, but it's because it's gonna tell you exactly what you're supposed to do with that thing whatever it is. I wish it was easier for me to learn or--
Majel: Or what it looks like-
Female Participant 3: Right.
Female Participant 1: -too and I think about medicine and stuff like-- [crosstalk]
Majel: Ours is so descriptive.
Female Participant 1: I don't know the science names for trees or [01:02:30] even for once that I, like, know the name of it like an oak tree or maple tree. I know what those look like, those aren't good examples but any other tree, I don't know what it looks like or how to identify in the bush [crosstalk]
But, if I knew the Potawatomi word for it-- it's like that tree that has white bark and this kind of shape leaf or something or this flower that has this shape, then you're like, okay I know exactly what to look for.
Majel: Or just how you can hear a word in, be like [01:03:00], "Oh, that must have something to do with--" Like, [foreign language] with lighting, like-- Um, what's the word for that [foreign language] something?
Male Participant 1: [foreign language].
Majel: [foreign language] like all that [crosstalk].
Female Participant 1: [foreign language].
Majel: [foreign language] like they say is the flash and then lighting [foreign language] smoke and there's the flash and so like, you can, kind of connect things all of a sudden and I like that, that's what--
Male Participant 1: It's actually [foreign language] [01:03:30] .
Majel: Okay.
Female Participant 3: Oh, wow.
Majel: I like that. But, I think that's like, you can- you can-- you start to recognize the different connections between things even if you-- if you were asked to say it you might not remember how to say it, but if someone else say it you know, exactly what they're talking about, you know. I think that's interesting.
Female Participant 3: Something else that you said kind of stuck with me, um, because--
Female Participant 1: I'm so glad you guys are talking because now I can--
[laughter].
[01:04:00]
Majel: You haven't even finished your medium yet.
Female Participant 1: That's all right, Mm-hmm.
Female Participant 3: Um, when you are talking about your interview with DNR and I-- you know, I think a lot about climate change and environmental issues both as like an academic project, but also something that I just worry about all of the time. Um, and I think it is important to address climate change on a science level, on a government [01:04:30] public policy level, but they always forget that ceremonial level that cultural knowledge level that like what they call romanticization of the environment or whatever. But, all of that is important otherwise--
Majel: It breaks down to just giving thanks.
Female Participant 3: Yeah.
Majel: They-- people forget to give thanks. They're so used to that quick fix of, you know, plants grow-- they can make plants grow, you know-- oh, my gosh. What did they-- [01:05:00] what are they then putting in for our system, you know.
Female Participant 3: Yeah.
Interviewee : And, just, um-- yeah, [chuckle]. I mean, I'm not, I-- and I do not consider myself a medicine person, but do I know people from other communities that know about medicine and plants and, uh, you know, how the whole plant can be used, the root, you know, [01:05:30] the- the- the leaf, the-the fruit, the-- you know. Yeah, I [chuckle]-- you know, they modify so much. What is it, GMOs? What is that genetic modification [crosstalk].
Female Participant 1: Genetic modification.
Female Participant 3: Yeah.
Majel: What, oddity.
[laughter].
Female Participant 1: What gets me is, uh, thing that pops into my head when you said that as we were talking about being able to use slippery elm for things and Marcus has asked Dinah and they were like, "Oh, no, that's an invasive species." [01:06:00] So, um-- And, then I look at Jim Thunder's medicine book and slippery elm is in there as a medicine with the word for it in a language. So, then I asked somebody and they were like, "It's not invasive, it's always been around here." And, I found out [unintelligible 01:06:16] considers invasive because wherever it is it will take over quickly so to them that's invasive. I thought invasive was something that was brought here that didn't grow here naturally. If it grows here-
Majel: That's how I think invasive. [crosstalk]
Female Participant 1: -they think it's not invasive].
Female Participant 3: Yeah.
Female Participant 1: You know. [01:06:30] So, I like the terms that--
Female Participant 3: I thought so too.
Female Participant 1: You know, that they're they're using-
Majel: A lot of the medicine-
Female Participant 1: - are scary.
Majel: - actual medicine people in- in the communities- traditional communities, uh-- okay, if you go from one end of the United States to the next end, but if you're in the same longitude-- there's latitude longitudinal, uh, area, those medicines are pretty much the same-
Female Participant 1: Right.
Majel: -and they know how to [01:07:00] work with those medicines. But, through our trade, and our, you know, travel into other communities, you know, we knew where to get certain medicines from the south or where to trade for certain medicines or maybe farther north and then our own. And, um-- yeah, that whole pharmacy, [laughs] if you can use that word, of what we did, uh, [01:07:30] with our plant life, you know, truly honored the plant life that, uh, you know, every-- just so many things in spirit that- that other culture just doesn't agree with, doesn't even understand that, you know, and it's all about money. It's all about money.
I mean, I thank the creator that-- and I know that my mother is happy that, you know, we have all this [01:08:00] now because they had, you know, I mean, just by one generation my mother's generation to my generation and-- because they grew up during the depression and they grew up during-- she grew up during two World Wars and, you know, and it's not that we haven't had, you know, our issues and our problems, but oh, my gosh, they made it through culturally knowing that [01:08:30] ours was better.
[laughter].
You know, it's just, you know, I-I-I applaud my mother for the fact that, you know, she um, you know, being sent to, uh, Mount Pleasant and then on her own choosing to go to Haskell, um, you know, she really got to meet a lot of people and introduced me to so many people. [01:09:00] Uh, it was-- it-it it's just, um-- I thank her for the richness and, um, the knowledge, you know, she acquired and shared with me. So, that's my Potawatomi side [laughs].
My Oneida side, my dad was an Episcopalian and he was buried an Episcopalian [chuckle]. An Episcopalian cemetery [laughs], but there were things that he knew about, you know, my-- I learned a lot from- from, um, [01:09:30] my cousin, his niece, um, as far as the Oneida side of being, like I said welcomed by brothers and sisters I didn't know I had [laughs].
Female Participant 3: Wow, how many brothers-
Majel: And--
Female Participant 3: -and sister do you have?
Majel: Um, I think altogether there was eight of us, I think. There might have been more [laughs]. But, yeah. So, his grandfather was part of
[01:10:00] that was part of, um, that first committee, uh, putting on the, um, when we trying to, you know, um, resurrect Paolo going and Paolo doings, um, and [unintelligible 01:10:14] y-youth fairgrounds. That's what we had back in the '70s, the early, early '70s. We put on there the first Paolo that I don't know whether Paolo was put on by Pokagon people, you know, prior to that, but [01:10:30] that was like the first--
Female Participant 3: That was 1973, right?
Majel: No, it was earlier than that.
Female Participant 3: Oh, was it?
Majel: O-okay. It had to be in '70 when we first started gathering a-and I was involved with it for three years until, you know, I started having my children and going back and forth and it was just easier to go to if I was in Canada [laughs] around the eastern part of the state but whatever, whatever. I have a picture of- of, um, Dawn, who was probably four months [01:11:00] old at the time-- my oldest. Four or five months old at the time sitting on a buffalo because somebody had brought up a young buffalo calf out to the fairgrounds and he was, um, letting people take pictures, putting, you know, their children on the buffalo. So, yeah, I got that.
Female Participant 3: [laughs]
Majel: [unintelligible 01:11:18] your bottom and the buffalo which- which you know, eventually, I started having--
[pause 01:11:23] [01:11:30]
Majel: Um, keepers of- of your community or your- your nation, and, uh, you know, Jim, Thunder, and, um, Steven- Ste-- um, King.
Male Participant 1: Stewart King?
Majel: Stewart King. [laughs] Um, and a few other ladies have helped me with, um, because I would have--
[pause 01:11:58] [01:12:00]
Majel: What scare our people, some of our people, but, um, Stewart let me know that--
[pause 01:12:12].
Majel: So, I, um, you know, I know that those- those are some of my helpers that way.
Female Participant 3: Mm-hmm.
Majel: So, I don't know about that but, uh. [laughs]
Female Participant 3: Do you want me to take that off?
Majel: Yeah, maybe so if it's--
Female Participant 3: Anything about dreams do you want me to [01:12:30] take off?
Majel: You can say that I believe in our dreams.
Female Participant 3: Okay.
Majel: You know, but.
Female Participant 3: I'm gonna write that down so I don't--
Majel: Yeah. Um, because w-whatever you- you connect within your dream world, and if you can share that with a truly spiritual person, you always make a good connection. I mean, um, I've had like nightmares, but even in the nightmares, t-hose- those traditional helpers [01:13:00] know how to interpret that. So, you know, it's kinda like- it's kinda like what you grew up with on TV and in the movies, and how our cultures were, you know, portrayed. I mean, you know, I grew up in the '40s so what I saw was, you know, fake NDMs [sic] and, you know.
Female Participant 3: Yeah. Red face.
Majel: Red face but the, um, you know, just wigs and all of [unintelligible 01:13:30] [01:13:30]
Female Participant 3: headdresses and rides horses [crosstalk] experienced it.
Majel: But, I knew at that age, "Oh, my God. There's something not right about that." [laughs]
Female Participant 3: Yeah.
Majel: You know, I mean didn't really see TV until the '50s but, you know, we were going to the movies, and I remember one time, um, I don't-- I mean I don't remember it but I remember my mother telling me, you know, she had taken me-- because to watch it-- we use to have three theaters. There were three theaters downtown so you could go every night of the week [01:14:00] and catch a different movie just about-- [clears throat] excuse me. And, one time, um, well, actually, this was in Detroit.
Female Participant 3: Yeah.
Majel: Oh, yeah. She took me to something in Detro-- of one of the movies in Detroit area, or maybe it wasn't. Anyway, she took me to the movies and it was about being in Africa. Whatever it was, these- these, uh, you know, uh, people were in Africa and they came upon an African [01:14:30] village and, you know, how they- I mean they portrayed the Indians or how they portrayed African culture, and-- [chuckles] maybe it was a Tarzan movie. I don't know, but i-it was all these, you know, dark-skin scantily clad you know, men running around and spears and the whole bit, and I leaned over like this, "Mama, I don't like those kind of Indians."
[laughter].
So, I was like, [01:15:00] "I gotta--" I can just hear it. "I-I gotta talk with this kid."
[laughter].
Majel: Well, um, yeah. I'm about done. [laughs] I just, uh, I appreciate you feeding me. [laughs]
Female Participant 3: Thank so much for [crosstalk].
Majel: And, I appreciate, you know, you try to make sense of the things I'm trying to tell you.
Female Participant 3: I think it made perfect sense, you know.
Majel: Well, you know, sometimes I-I get-- [01:15:30] Ahh. I get very, um, well, emotional, obviously, but, um, I don't always know if I'm connecting with certain people on what I'm trying to say spiritually, you know. Because I'm not sure if their background-- I mean I'm totally comfortable with you guys, you know, no problem, but you can like sometimes, you know, even with your own people, or your own, you know, other, you know, Indian people. Y-you [01:16:00] just don't really know if you're making that connection and they're truly understanding the beauty of what we have, what our culture is about, and it's just kinda like, "Okay. They watch too much TV and I just have to let it go with that." You know, it's like that way. [laughs]
Female Participant 3: Are we good?
Majel: You know, I'm gonna finish my lunch now.
Female Participant 3: Yeah [laughs].
Majel: If you have any other questions or any other [01:16:30] whatever-- but yes, truly, I think the biggest thing for me to remember or try to keep straight when I'm sharing is, you know, truly identify what is- what is Iroquois and truly identify what is Nishnabe, Potawatomi, or [crosstalk]
Female Participant 1: When you talk about that connection between-- especially, if their connection with, um, like nature and being, you know, giving [01:17:00] thanks and stuff like that.
Majel: Mm-hmm.
Female Participant 1: That's all common between both. You know, that's just, uh, one of those things that I think hold true to all the different Native American cultures in the whole country. I mean that's-
Majel: Mm-hmm.
Female Participant 1: - one of those things that respect for nature like--
Majel: I mean even way up into Alaska when we went to the, um, Cultural Heritage Center in, um, [01:17:30] what's the big-- Anchorage. Outside of Anchorage, they have, um, this whole-- okay. Y-you have, like, the museum, uh, in the center part or in the-- when you first come in but they just go along the pathway. Each-- they have tribes in Alaska and each tribe has their own cultural center within that.
Female Participant 1: Wow. So, it's like a town square and everybody's, like, right in there? That's crazy.
Majel: Yeah. You go along and, you know, you're in the big plank houses [01:18:00] for the one tribe and then maybe a plank-- and then maybe a dirt home in the other -a-and- and then maybe, um, actual presentations. They have a stage in the, you know, in the museum part and, um, they'll do dance presentations or something, and it's, like, totally different.
Female Participant 1: Yeah.
Majel: Which is like [foreign language] and, um, Nishnabe. The songs, um, you know, dances, regalia. It's different, but it's all for the same things. You know, it's all that great [01:18:30] mystery, you know. "So, how did you understand the great mystery?" "Why? just accept things as what we're given and be thankful." You know, I was like--
Female Participant 1: Yeah. It's kinda-- Like for in [unintelligible 01:18:43] yesterday, we had-- there was a lot of people in there and I had to do the cultural part of it, you know.
Majel: Mm-hmm.
Female Participant 1: And, trying to explain to people, you know, like what culture-- What is it that makes cultures different. You know, it's the-- tt's your environment, [01:19:00] the things that you have to use to survive, the food you eat, what you wear because of the climate, what you-- the tools you had to use to, you know, build the things that you needed or to harvest the things that you needed and-- like, I don't think people really think about what culture really means and the fact that that's why culture changes.
Majel: Because they don't have it. A lot of people don't have it.
Female Participant 1: Yeah. So, it's hard to explain that in-- like somebody said something and then I told them they could smudge. [01:19:30] You know, I wanted to make sure they all knew what smudge was and-- because it'd be something they'd commonly see around different things like, "This how we do and this is why. And, if you, you know, can't because of moon time [foreign language] thinks, you know, whatever." and then somebody said, "Well, is it wrong for me, too, because I'm--" whatever religion. I don't remember what she said. Catholic or, um, what. I said, "No, like it is not a problem for us. If you do
[01:20:00] it when you're Catholic." I was like, one of our-- the most respected spiritual elders in this community goes to the Catholic church every Sunday religiously, but he still puts his name down and carries the pipe of the community, and, you know, you can find that balance and it doesn't-- you're not disrespecting either side.
Majel: In fact they should be able to understand them that way too that it's-- you know.
Female Participant 1: It's crazy but people yeah it's like- like you said a lot of people-- it's- it's something and you can't start to explain it to [01:20:30] people especially if you're sitting there in a group of people that are just getting hired in and you don't know who's native and who's not. Isn't it hard when you're talking because you are--
Female Participant 3: Yeah.
Female Participant 1: You try to make sure you're not saying anything that's gonna make them feel like you're-- because like the one I have to deal with talking about the American worldviews and the native like American worldviews like Anishinaabe worldview and so it's really hard to explain the differences between that because it sounds like most of the time when you say it sounds like we're kind of bashing the American worldview because it's like you know, time or [01:21:00] like age like everyone's working for--
Majel: Economics.
Female Participant 1: Everyone wants to be youthful in the American world view but in Anishinaabe world view everybody is, um, you take that age with wisdom and--
Majel: Actu-- actually can view that, um, um, um, western medicine versus native medicine.
Female Participant 1: Yeah cause that's part of what we talk about in there too is--
Majel: Did I give you that?
Female Participant 1: I don't remember.
Majel: The, um, oh gosh. I got that years and years ago from Jan Longboat she's a medicine woman medicine- medicine type person.
Female Participant 1: Yeah.
Majel: In Six Nations but it's the [01:21:30]- you know, it's our view and, uh, [crosstalk].
Female Participant 1: Yeah, that would probably be helpful because we go through and we try to explain it then I-- like Marcus says make sure you emphasize that neither way is right or wrong and most of us have to find that let down the middle you know, where we can-
Majel: Exactly.
Female Participant 1: Like live in both worlds because- but to try to explain it to him I always feel like I'm telling them like-
Majel: It's hard. Oh, yeah I've been there I know exac-- I know exactly what you're saying.
Female Participant 1: Your American worldviews are wrong [laughs].
Female Participant 3: [crosstalk] a little bit more like, uh, [01:22:00] aware of that because we've always been like- like-- you know, other religions have always been pushed on us through our lives you know, so I think we're usually really conscious about like trying to push ours onto-
Female Participant 1: Exactly that's what it is.
Majel: And, the thing is you are not-- I can't point in any of you [chuckles] but that person that you're trying to explain all that to, [01:22:30] they're not going to understand about being, um, well no I shouldn't say that about being a minority or being, um, you know. When I was growing up we were the native culture, uh, in the United States was a half a percent.
Female Participant 1: Wow.
Majel: And, it's now 2%.
Female Participant 1: That's it?
Majel: But-- Uh-huh.
Female Participant 1: That's terrible.
Majel: It is. It's up to 20%.
Female Participant 1: Maybe that's-- but that's sad.
Majel: But, I keep thinking about [01:23:00] that's okay because somebody like Trump would come along and try to take away what- what the relationship we do have with the government and we can just say, yeah but you're just talking 2% here Mr. President you know, so don't get your briefs in a barf you know, [chuckles.]
It's just when we were up there in Alaska and going to those villages but the different cal- the different the tribes would come into the-the [01:23:30] museum part because they had a stage you know. And, my thing is always about the singing and the dancing because that's a form of Prayer and- and thanksgiving.
Well, there because when it's winter time which is most of the time you know, they have these smaller lodges and places that they have to gather. So, they're in there in a little group so what they do the men can stand you know, [01:24:00] pretty much or you might be hunched down and step and dance and keep trying to the music and it's beautiful.
But, the women stay on the ground and they have these fans and they have-- I mean I can kind of see you know, like in-in a sense an oriental culture when you think of the dancers out there. Excuse me. But, I mean to watch these women and know the song well enough to know [01:24:30] it's kind of like the Hula, the true Hula is very-
Female Participant 1: Story can be-
Majel: Very expressive and story- it tells a story. So, I was just so totally fascinated by that and there was a little on- on, um, YouTube or I forget you know, maybe it was Face- oh it's on Facebook. I'm not on Facebook anymore, I'm sorry. I am totally off Facebook it took me a month to- to- to, uh, you know, but anyway, uh, it had that little [01:25:00] it was up in Alaska and they were doing their songs and uh, but they were in an arena I mean they're you now can be you know, you can be in an arena and- and- and, have your gatherings.
But, it had a little girl probably three, four years old three to-- three years old I would say and she was doing those steps and those dances you know, and it was like, "That's what I saw. That's what I saw those ladies," you know, and using her hands and it was like, "Someday your baby is gonna be doing all that."
I have this dream, [01:25:30] um, a long time ago we used to do, uh, dances you know, um, rabbit dance, snake dance, swan dance and I have this thing because Andy's supposed to have all these feathers all these swan feathers that if we bring, um, I think John, young John knows swan dance song. And, uh, some of our ladies still knows swan dance and I used to teach them in Swan dance you know, where back when and, uh, [01:26:00] so if we got say somebody like, um, Gerald we saw that make the little fan handles and put those little fans, uh, make those little fans for those girls to use because, um, you'll see swan dance up there at Menominee and oh my gosh that's quite the spectacle.
But, ours is- is more just a straight line of young women and it was like a welcome dance to- to bring in you know, honor people visitors and that sort of thing [01:26:30] and your baby is gonna be a swan dancer [laughs].
Female Participant 3: I didn't even know we still had those dances. That's awesome.
Female Participant 1: I remem-- when we did the old-time song and dance at the [crosstalk] league-
Majel: Yeah there was-
Female Participant 1: -I remember them teaching us the corn dance and the fish dance and I didn't see a swan dance.
Majel: And, there's a whole bunch of old dances that just aren't done anymore and what I miss too at Paolos is what they call the clown. There was only be [01:27:00] one really good dancer that would camouflages there you know- you know, you couldn't tell who the clown was until like the very end of the Palo and then he would take of the mask or take off his whatever you know, his headgear and-
But, he was always the jokester and he was always the one kind of you know, making, um, I don't know just doing a silly dance you know, when everybody else is trying to be you know, so proper and he'd be out there just- [01:27:30] and one of our best clowns was, um, John [unintelligible 01:27:33]. I remember he used to come, uh, I mean well he lived in Detroit at the time but when he had a family there.
And, um, he would be the clown for our cause. And, I miss that. I miss that and that was Anishinaabe I mean that was something they used to have you know, that- that, uh, the one to bring humor. I mean to me it's always been yeah we have seven grandfathers but our eighth grandfather [01:28:00] is Indian humor. If you can survive that [laughs]
Male Participant 1: I know one guy in Wisconsin that still does it.
Majel: Really?
Male Participant 1: He works at maintenance for Forrest county but he'll get out there you know, like a top head and coat and a cane and he'll be out there.
[laughter]
Male Participant 1: Doing all kinds of crazy.
Majel: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. Yeah.
Female Participant 1: I still have the notes from--
Male Participant 1: Dark. Dark holder he's from Old Lake.
Female Participant 1: I still have all the [01:28:30] notes that I took from that old-time song and dance discussion we did at the community center back with Jefferson was the cultural specialist,
Male Participant 1: Oh gosh that's been a little while now.
Female Participant 1: And, you know, I have-- well I was the admin so I took all the notes and I still have them, uh, from I cut the paper notes luckily because of server hack I wouldn't have them anymore if I didn't keep the paper ones too but I had them and it has all the stuff that you've said with all those dances you listed in there and all the suggestions everyone told us you need to contact this person and this person to get these information from them. Lots of those people have [01:29:00] passed away though John is gone. John- John Moresel is gone John Bush is gone-- I mean we've lost probably there other one was Topash Jim.
Male Participant 1: Old man?
Female Participant 1: Old man Jim. He was one that they always talked to and you know, like you know, three-fourth people that they said you gotta make sure you talk to them have passed since then. But, we didn't have the first like old-time song and dance at the Louella Collins [01:29:30] Center when Judy Pam came up and showed the corn dance and the fish dance and then there were some old songs that John-John taught.
Then they had the one that they tried to do last year but then the Meskwaki people came down and taught theirs, but we don't have a lot of people that know those songs well enough to teach them and now that John is gone it's even harder so-
Majel: It's- it's- it's- yeah it's your words your- your-
Female Participant 1: I know things that he could help.
Majel: -Your melodies you know.
Female Participant 1: I know Frank has a group of people
[01:30:00] he could bring in-
Majel: New young people. You’re gonna dream things and you’re gonna think, “Uh, what does that mean or oh, that’s nothing”. Mm-mm, talk to an elder about your dreams because what’s stored in your blood memory needs to come out in its creator’s way of helping us to keep some of those old ways. If you have a dream that you just don’t quite understand or you know, it’s highly spiritual in-in [01:30:30] nature, you know, talk to somebody about it. Talk to some of your spiritual people because that’s how we’re gonna remember. That’s how our ancestors get semninonic, uh, that are here with us still prodding us and-and helping us, uh, you know, we get those dreams.
I know quite a few young men that they dream a song and its like, “Oh, my gosh”.[01:31:00] That song can be used because when we planted, we would sing. When those-those um, buds and sprouts are you know, coming forth, they need those songs. You know, there were planting songs, there were harvesting songs, there were just songs to help, you know, help them along in their growth. You know, when I learned to head start we [01:31:30] would do the three sisters mounds and we’d get the kids to plant them because they were gone by May but we would get the kids to plant them and everybody had their own mound and that sort of thing.
Through the summer we would sing to them and we would let the kids sing to them, you know, while we were still planting and you know, coming up. It didn’t have to necessarily be a traditional planting song. Those little buds need to hear those little buds talking to them and singing to them and honoring [01:32:00] them that way. I mean it-it should be done with every garden. You know those-those kind off prayers, songs or prayers, dance is prayers. You know, just shacking the rattle for them. They love it, they love it.
Female Participant 3: Uh-huh.
Majel: Okay, I’m done.
[laughter].
Female Participant 1: Hello scratch-
Majel: Eew.
Female Participant 1: A little gift for you for coming into and talking to us today. Something with love.
[01:32:29] [END OF AUDIO]
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